
2nd Lt Leonard G Wisniewski was asssigned as Navigator (N) to 327th Bomb Squadron on 6 
September 1944 to 2nd Lt Clyde L Wren Crew 

 
 
2nd Lt Clyde L Wren 0764104 (P) 
2nd Lt Leonard G Wisniewski 0717933 (N) 
Cpl John B Kaminsky 33605271 
Sgt Troy D Blassingame 38341279 
Cpl James E Sauer 35879607 

2nd Lt Edward (NMI) Condon 0763957 (CP) 
2nd Lt John R Sauer 0723180 (B) 
S/Sgt William E Hart 34087313 
Cpl Edwin J Pressler 37521743 
Cpl Wilbrew W Stanteen, Jr 18232142 

 
Missing name for Bombardier I believe would be 2nd Lt Leonard G Wisniewski.  He flew both Navigator and 

Bombardier position as you will see in the following missions he is included on. 

 
Wren Crew Photo & IDs Provided by Damian Usry in 327th FB Page Post 

 

 



 

13 September 1944 
Pilot 2nd Lt Clyde L Wren flew as Co-Pilot and 2nd Lt John R Sauer as Navigator with 1st Lt 
Harry W Eck and were MIA on 13 September 1944.  I don’t believe that Lt. Wisniewski ever 
got the chance to fly a mission with his assigned Pilot and this appears that it may have been 
Lts Wren and Sauer’s first mission.  (Parts of the September 1944 Loading Lists are not 
legible but it seems likely.) 
 

13th September, 1944. Mission # 194 to Merseburg, Germany; Altenburg Oil Refineries; 4 lost. T/Sgt. Theodore C. Franklin – 

327th Sq - RO - awarded Soldiers' Medal for rescuing T/Sgt. Wm. A. Sanderson - F/E - from burning plane, although severely 

wounded. 92nd Bomb Group (H) Fame’s Favored Few - Turner, “The Route as Briefed” - John S. Sloan, 92ndma.org, and B-17 

Aircraft Roster. (Sources): 

“It was another rough mission. Flak was moderate but accurate, fighters left us pretty much alone. The 327th lost 4—2nd Lt 

Warren D. Stallings [42-31995 (327th) MACR 8885, lost an engine over the target but made it to Dubendorf, Switzerland, 

where the crew was interned. 1st Lt Harry W. Eck, [42-31250 (327th) MACR 8882], hit by flak, crashed at Neustadt, 

Germany—8 KIA, 1 POW. 1st Lt Jack A. Peck, [42-97848 (327th) MACR 10286], also damaged by flak, crashed at Altenburg, 

Germany—7 KIA, 2 POW. 1st Lt Howard C. Donlon [43-38389 (327th) MACR 8889, was blasted by flak about 10 miles due 

east of Merseburg, the aircraft breaking in two with fire blazing from the radio room to the tail. He slid out of formation, 

dropping to about 22,000 feet, where the aircraft blew up, according to five eyewitnesses. The ship landed at Brandis, 

Germany—8 KIA, 2 POW. 

1st Lt E. E. Hendrickson 44-6158 (327th) MACR 8881], made it back to England after being hit in the bomb bay/radio room 

area. Seriously damaged, he made an emergency landing at RAF Woodbridge—1 KIA, 1 WIA and 1 MIA. The aircraft was 

salvaged a few days later. Note: The missing crewman was T/Sgt. William B. Post, radio operator/gunner, who was blown from 

the aircraft—his 23rd mission. His parachute had only one snap onto his harness, which held when his canopy, full of holes, 

deployed. He was found by a group of angry German civilians who were restrained by a soldier. Badly wounded, he was 

hospitalized, then became a POW, returning to the US after the war.” (Turner). 

Appendix A: MERSEBURG, 13 September, 1944—Donlon, Howard C; Ruckman, Robert L; Gburczyk, Julius W; Vicars, 

Henry C; Christenson, Orin E; Turner, Robert G; Matlock, John D; Marino, Joe R; Butler, Wayne F; Krause, Gustave W; Peck, 

Jack A; McMahon, Gilbert E, Jr.; Yaksh, Edwin; Reynolds, Robert E; Martin, Richard E; Greene, James A; Pemberton, Robert 

G; Eck, Harry W; Wren, Clyde L; Sauer, John R; Wasilewski, Emil T; Hogan, John E; Keeney, Clifford E; Bono, John J; Clark, 

George F; Deitman, Thomas G; Stallings, Warren D; McGovern, James M; O’Connell, John P; Matthews, Harold H; Beattie, 

Thomas J; Lasco, Melvin; Hensley, Frank E; Katainen, Rudolph A; Schnaebele, Ernest F. 

 

 
http://www.fieldsofhonor-database.com/…/…/47116-wren-clyde-l  

http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2F92ndma.org%2F&h=1AQHGzYpWAQFEghdUBaaMxTc8hydOO7DGJJ_IvwHfZ8gOcw&enc=AZNKQADOXgF6MePfBYMjCxx6cZYzfjUGedW7VsWmyg-ZDezri9gAfs_TYJbpDAkDAFp40HqPneOa1TQ-JTB4Yz2mrUUefqpOKaQYQdPpvArPhMb82_0J36xcb2LKHvX0DDzJZN-FnCZiLoy5tqfeP0LbB1l-Xs1sJLjwt6KlobJNiA&s=1
http://www.fieldsofhonor-database.com/index.php/american-war-cemetery-margraten-w/47116-wren-clyde-l
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=1714621742118201&set=a.1518175888429455.1073741828.100007111748579&type=3


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



19 September 1944 – A/C #42-107181? - Pilot Erwin Foote – Flew as Bombardier 

 

 
19th September, 1944. Mission # 196 to Unna, Germany; Ordnance depot / storage. 92nd Bomb Group (H) Fame’s Favored 

Few - Turner, 92ndma.org, B-17 Aircraft Roster. (Sources): 

“Unna’s ordnance storage facility was the Group’s target on 19th September. An 09:45 hours take-off in heavy ground fog was 

accomplished without incident. Bombing was by PFF through cloud cover, but fires and explosions were seen on strike photos. 

On return our aircraft landed away from base due to the fog in the Podington area. Crews spent the night wherever they landed.” 

 

22 September 1944 – Bombardier on Erwin Foote Crew 

 
22nd September, 1944. Mission # 197 to Kassel, Germany; Henschel Armor Plant; 1 lost. 92nd Bomb Group (H) Fame’s 

Favored Few - Turner, 92ndma.org, and 92nd B-17 Aircraft Roster. (Sources): 

“PFF bombing was used. Moderate flak, very accurate at target—no fighter attacks—P-51 escort of over 200. 326th lost 1 

crew—2nd Lt Maurice J. Sample, [43-37535 (326th) MACR 9371], hit by AA, crashed near Trier, Germany. 1 KIA, 8 POW.” 

Appendix A: KASSEL, 22 September 1944—Sample, Maurice J; Peters, Ralph; McCready, Eugene W; Kulikowski, Anthony 

A; Kisgen, John A; Reierson, Raymond J; Knutson, Perwin S; Cullen, Joseph F; Rueschman, Harvey F. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2F92ndma.org%2F&h=iAQHhR5X6AQEVeHuO2DrPSC61bEd7Je4KyBbf1DnIcNG5ZA&enc=AZMQUx2zUqoBYT6k4wYZkyMJKkk_SyzhvVFH0moR7wbuKkFSC7lR_-W3AB10vgf9xh1ExjIiKTz7vRQ9oKa1KrUNaXZGKiEPjGg8Aaer6_nH47CBKM6DcgDbS5NKIohyXy_sdisFx_hnxFwSXoFwWg2zJcGptO77N7VqTmJxnjsEbA&s=1
http://92ndma.org/


26 September 1944 – Pilot Erwin Foote 

 

 
26th September, 1944. Mission # 199 to Osnabrück, marshalling yards. 1 Lt. William J. Gustafik – 326th Squadron - Navigator 

- rec'd Soldiers Medal for rescuing bombardier 2 Lt. W. C. Edwards, Jr. after tire blew out on t/o, a/c crashed. 92nd Bomb 

Group (H) Fame’s Favored Few - Turner, 92ndma.org, and B-17 Aircraft Roster. (Sources). 

“Major Hardin with 1st Lt Henry were leading in a PFF aircraft, however bombing was done visually with only fair to good 

results. The 326th had a take-off accident, when an aircraft caught a cross wind, hooked an engineering tent with the wing. 

Unable to correct and pancaked on the grass. Lt Gustafik, Navigator, pulling the dazed bombardier, Lt Edwards, out of the nose 

section, returning to the burning aircraft disregarding the danger of the bombs on board.” 

 

2 October 1944 – Flew as Navigator with William Auld Crew 

 
: 2nd October, 1944. Mission # 203 to Kassel, Germany; Ordnance depot. 2 a/c collided during assembly; crews safe, with 2 

casualties, 2 cows killed. 92nd Bomb Group (H) Fame’s Favored Few - Turner, “The Route as Briefed” - John S. 

Sloan, 92ndma.org, and 92nd B-17 Aircraft Roster. (Sources): 

“On 2nd October we hit Kassel with a PFF attack on an industrial target, in our case an Ordnance Depot. Flying a PFF ship 

were 1st Lt Clay with 1st Lt Losee and Captain Michelson as Bombardier. The target was hit satisfactorily, as shown by PRU 

photos. A mid-air marred the operation, when Lt’s Fischer [42-97227 (326th)] and Foote (43-38510 (326th)] collided during 

assembly. Foote, attempting to get into proper place, came up under Fischer’s aircraft, severely damaging it. Fischer crashed 

near Stratford-on-Avon, while Foote made it back to base.” (Turner). 

“A mid-air collision during assembly on the Honeybourne Buncher marred an otherwise perfect day: The aircraft piloted by 2nd 

Lt Robert E. Fischer of the 326th Squadron, crashed into the plane piloted by 1st Lt Erwin Foote of the 327th Squadron, 

shearing off part of the tail section and part of the rudder of the latter ship. The accident occurred when the high squadron cut 

over the lead squadron. Lt Foote returned to base, but Lt Fischer’s aircraft was so badly damaged that he ordered a bail-out and 

the ship crashed and burned near Wellesbourne Mountford. Casualties: 2nd Lt William J. Gustafik, navigator, whose arm was 

broken in the collision and whose parachute had to be affixed by crew members, and Sgt. John Clear, Jr., engineer, each 

hospitalized for several days at Stratford-on-Avon.” (Sloan). 

http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2F92ndma.org%2F&h=vAQEDSlIDAQE_GkTefMcPiJn_R_O5KYTTdjvfOhF6gd4qYg&enc=AZNr_V8WAdLFYzgWkS8vw5OUt3bXZ-R-ZqFBW5zZteXoiL_o8Dxw-9T1R6IUO3D_g6UkTJf-77jHRnTvX8ONzSpLYSlh2ekzkxuXni1xYTy8iEDR07uZ4LegBX5fVnESRVqUAbDxeBgnYaWfIKMbZ_bqU_Zn1Wjsk6Xxoks4dyucmA&s=1
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2F92ndma.org%2F&h=QAQGqxkCTAQFdOJ3bvMUROWudGsK7Y5xOOyde-f4eFvBQVw&enc=AZOvlpbn93pHVrg20ju_w9tiNFLis7bCrw8ZwaNgMtMp2nydxzd2yFOf7hdSp2pNYH15Ie3aFksl23ot74qTlYVhdeUOViD83GnWCBxxJuFcj5d_0BwxUuW0U5m5kaZZS8OLA4XxKSnISHPl053MTOaHzxqyxqR4cY5f70RnqPIEnQ&s=1


3 October 1944 – Flew as Navigator on William Auld Crew 
 

 
3rd October, 1944. Mission # 204 to Nürnberg, Germany; motor transport facilities. 2 lost (collided after target); 1 casualty. 

92nd Bomb Group (H) Fame’s Favored Few - Turner, “The Route as Briefed” - John S. Sloan, 92ndma.org, and 92nd B-17 

Aircraft Roster. (Sources): 

“Major Hardin flying with 1st Lt Seigle headed the 40th “A” CW with the 92nd contingent. Again it was bombing by PFF on a 

second run. A break in the clouds showed very good hits. There was moderate flak. Another mid-air—1st Lt’s Nielson, [43-

38445 (325th) MACR 9346], and Dornburgh, [43-38396 (327th) MACR 9344] flying deputy lead and lead, collided after the 

target, just north of Frankfurt. Nielson crashed at Neuhof, 8 KIA, 1 POW, while Dornburgh crashed near Geissen, 7 KIA, 2 

POW.” (Turner) 

“Initial disaster came next day, October 3rd, again as the result of a mid-air collision, but this time it was over enemy territory. 

The aircraft involved were piloted by 1st Lt’s Edmund L. Dornburgh of the 327th Squadron and Niels R. Nielson of the 325th 

Squadron, flying as lead and deputy lead of the high element, respectively. The collision came after the target and north of the 

Frankfurt area, and Lt Dornburgh’s plane was seen to spin down out of control with a hole in the right wing. It was believed to 

have exploded after falling below cloud cover. Lt Nielsen’s aircraft went down out of control with its tail section sheared off. 

This same mission resulted fatally for Sgt. Melvin R. Grover of the 325th Squadron, waist gunner of 2nd Lt Harry H. Batey, 

Jr.’s crew, who was killed when a flak fragment penetrated his helmet.” (Sloan) 

Appendix A: NURNBERG, 3 October, 1944—Dornburgh, Edmund L; Jay, Morris D; Bengson, Wallace W; Walter, Charles, R 

Jr; Barrett, William T; Boisseau, John E; Chiofilo, Philip L; Carter, Frederick W; Chappell, Laurence W; Nielsen, Niels R; 

Sayler, Clyde H, Jr.; Granata, Rudolph J; LaPlante, Kenneth D; Garrison, Howard C; Stretton, William C; Raber, Harry W; 

Adams, Franklin W, Jr.; Mohr Leonard F. 

 

6 October 1944 – A/C #42-97870 – Pilot William Auld 

 
6th October, 1944. Mission # 206 to Stargard, Poland; air base. 92nd Bomb Group (H) Fame’s Favored Few – 

Turner, 92ndma.org, 92nd B-17 Aircraft Roster. (sources). 

“A long haul to Stargard, Poland, the airdrome was target for 199 B-17’s of the 1st Division escorted by 180 P-51’s. A 

moderate amount of heavy flak was encountered, but only 1 attacking aircraft was lost.” 

 

http://92ndma.org/
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2F92ndma.org%2F&h=mAQEnyGGkAQH8MkLJs6VVBfCwX2HfpI1IzX-GGboBY9Rfow&enc=AZPSORSrIIzTcdh-qZ0QvCH9q3iU6jEpj96bjq2x4OaIJMK1rdkhtW_ckoQvtor1x_uYqXDYzPohGMJLN9VYTPJcn0qssqnSQAbenorq3GOZ-oO1GrNN1USEh8PLdV9FQZlPxz1E8fMqvyHnYNrpdHxgbqW8e4dgOFe77f6dnWdEAg&s=1


7 October 1944 – Flew with Pilot William Auld as Navigator 
 

 
7th October, 1944. Mission # 207 to Zwickau, Germany; Marshalling yards; 1 lost. 92nd Bomb Group (H) Fame’s Favored Few 

- Turner, 92nd Mission List from - http://92ndma.org/missions.html and 92nd B-17 Aircraft Roster. (Sources): 

“Another loss when Lt Kerr went down. This mission was briefed for an oil target at Ruhland as Primary, with Dresden as a 

PFF target and the airdrome at Zwickau a T/O. Thirty six (36) aircraft including 3 PFF began taking-off at 06:55 hours for 

assembly on Honeybourne Buncher. These were the Lead, High and Low squadrons of the 40th “A” Wing. 1st Lt Garrison, 

325th, with Major McLaughlin headed the Lead squadron with 1st Lt Raup as deputy lead. Captain Klyza with 1st Lt Clay led 

the High and 1st Lt Kerr the Low squadron. Departure from buncher and flight over England was as briefed, with an excellent 

Division assembly. The Group flew to Control Point #4 and not having heard from the weather scout, went toward the PFF 

target Dresden. While en route the WX scout reported the Primary as open. A 270 degree turn was accomplished and a visual 

run started; however, heavy ground haze made it impossible to locate the target. Departing Ruhland, a course to Zwickau was 

taken and the railroad complex was bombed visually from 24,310 feet at 13:22 hours. Route home was as briefed. 

Lt Kerr [43-38434 (327th) MACR 9345] leading the Low squadron was hit by flak before the target at Ruhland, losing #3 and # 

4 engines. After calling for fighter escort, he was told that none was available; then he advised that he was heading for Brussels, 

Belgium. When he passed south of Osnabruck at 7,000 ft, it was agreed among the crew that whenever they were at 3,000 ft, the 

ship would be abandoned. Coming into Holland, northeast of their goal the German AA batteries at Lobeth put up a barrage just 

as the bailouts began. Lt Kerr, last to leave, landed in the town square of Millingen aam Rhine; the aircraft landed in the Rhine. 

All 5 officers were POW. No trace of the enlisted has ever been found. Another aircraft flown by 1st Lt Williams, 326th, landed 

on the continent, so damaged it was salvaged. 1st Lt Darlington landed there also, remained overnight, got fuel and came home. 

There was 1 abort.” 

Appendix A: ZWICKAU, 7 October 1944—Kerr, Charles; Vogler, George L; Cummings, William H; Draud, Leroy R L; 

Barrett, Joseph S; Devaney, Robert E; Benjamin, Dwight O; Salazar, Albert M; Moshier, Robert L; McCray, William W. 

 

14 October 1944 – Pilot William Auld as Navigator 
 

 
14th October, 1944. Mission # 209 to Cologne, Germany; Marshalling yards. 92nd Bomb Group (H) Fame’s Favored Few - 

Turner,92ndma.org, 92nd B-17 Aircraft Roster. (Sources). 

“The first of 3 missions to Cologne, bombing the marshalling yards by PFF and led by 1st Lt Garrison, 325th. Results unknown. 

Lots of inaccurate flak. Only 2 losses Division-wide or not quite 1% of the attacking force, escorted by 105 P-51’s.” 

http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2F92ndma.org%2Fmissions.html&h=NAQF5rAsMAQEcp5RkRIaFE0ICkUU9KTTWQQhWMCk5GQb9ww&enc=AZOcA4teztFyLZIiTrySg-ciRxqDJFCxuvaSwy1wcI-J7VbIKlMxZvOIps9j2Bt7KFKUNLr2dF1M84Rclr75H-YxtY5G81RuASrJmZms_6VUlikiZaMtueNGYbYSGQLVErQfkVO751czC4PWBtKULefu_4j6I3mCm-0nko1vvJG-ng&s=1
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2F92ndma.org%2F&h=gAQH6ev_bAQHOKIJooU0Vbt-W8MOgn7TSVt-F0y97xM67RQ&enc=AZMSObxULXkty5ENgFPt48rqu33_f4Wnm5W9s9YAyV_-pWsTSV0HTTTL3x529A5VuFzq2pPd0AFtRuygmhTBPSwYUfxWEMrBU4mR5a3eN3uEBDGdOtLB9DvwZcE-Ys2FlyxV9MOL2M0XOiulEbNMlHBn_XlouA405jZjLHWn8yTghA&s=1


15 October 1944 – A/C #42-107181 - Pilot William Auld-Lt Wisniewski as Navigator 
 

 

 
A/C #42-107181 – Back Aircraft 

 

15th October, 1944. Mission # 210 to Cologne, Germany; Industrial center. 92nd Bomb Group (H) Fame’s Favored Few - 

Turner,92ndma.org, 92nd B-17 Aircraft Roster. (Sources). 

“On the 15th a smaller force of 127 went back going after industry. This time the flak while moderate, was accurate. 4 losses in 

the Division.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2F92ndma.org%2F&h=1AQEbvszqAQFNmP7V-3EjM-oeRx1o0SMZ-HHaQLV7YM7qew&enc=AZM8F6nY55Qh8ZqxU08vDzOr1Sh4hSOk6DfUy5bADQb_XtnOi1e6e03zGZKtLcKTbAQfmAyziuu6Qy1W5KhXJ9n3wt4OP-IjFrrnSE2BwTqn1xdfCdvDen2oFlwbruZW2x_rNDZ0Iyregmbnnt6bt5GhqrqgrdqRng99S4vBuZcKhA&s=1


17 October 1944-A/C 42-97479?-With Conrad Thorall crew as Navigator 

 
 

17th October, 1944. Mission # 211 to Cologne, Germany; Marshalling yards. 92nd Bomb Group (H) Fame’s Favored Few - 

Turner,92ndma.org, 92nd B-17 Aircraft Roster. (Sources). 

“Then on the 17th, a force of 400+ went after the marshalling yards again. It was another PFF exercise—few fighters—light 

flak and 247 escorting P-47’s and 51’s.” 

 
25 October 1944 – With Pilot George O’Halloran- flew as Bombardier 

 
25th October, 1944. Mission # 214 to Hamburg, Germany; Oil reserve complexes. 92nd Bomb Group (H) Fame’s Favored Few 

- Turner,92ndma.org, 92nd B-17 Aircraft Roster. (Sources). 

“In poor weather the Group took off for Hamburg on the 25th. The Division effort of 286 went after 2 oil reserve complexes in 

the Hamburg area. Again, PFF was used through 10/10 cloud cover. Flak was less than usual and inaccurate.” (Turner). 

“The mission of October 25th to Hamburg marked the beginning of a second tour for T/Sgt Charles M. Few of the 326th 

Squadron, perhaps the oldest enlisted combat man, in point of time, in the ETO. Sgt Few’s first mission was the 92nd Group’s 

first—the “kindergarten” raid on Meaulte, on September 6th, 1942. The veteran engineer had participated in several historic 

events: the famous raid on Schweinfurt on August 17th, 1943, and, as a member of the crew of Major Blair Belongia, had twice 

ditched in the English Channel. Finishing his tour early in 1944, he had been gunnery instructor.” (Sloan). 

 

 

 

 

http://92ndma.org/
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2F92ndma.org%2F&h=cAQE61xNjAQFoBJscfO1IcCsaeyLDsZdtYaxVaQSgdz0h0g&enc=AZNi9YvCelwQajFNqbU-A4H7FFyaqvG_pX5WX2_ljMaqvggAvEczM3DXDccrsb5jb0cn9ZwX0E92UNN0qvoRJWaA9DHnadmN50sMS6j2e7Wtt5F-OMcwSwuauzVzh1UdueeVKELS4kyIPKH5nrzOILO7YXAfJJvTs2xndn09b47Tzw&s=1


30 October 1944-A/C #42-97870 - Lt Wisniewski flew as Bombardier with Lt George 

O’Halloran Crew 

  
30th October, 1944. Mission # 216 to Münster, Germany; Marshalling yards. 

92nd Bomb Group (H) Fame’s Favored Few - Turner, 92ndma.org, 92nd B-17 Aircraft Roster. (Sources). 

“We missed the mission to Münster on the 28th where visual bombing was accomplished. But on the 30th we went to the 

marshalling yards, there using—PFF.” 

 

2 November 1944 – A/C #42-97870 - Flew Bombardier with Lt George O’Halloran 

 
2nd November, 1944. Mission # 217 to Merseburg, Germany; Leuna oil complex; led division. Col. James W. Wilson, Group 

CO, mission commander, rec'd oak leaf cluster to Silver Star. 92nd Bomb Group (H) Fame’s Favored Few - Turner, “The Route 

as Briefed” - John S. Sloan, 92nd Mission List from 92ndma.org, and 92nd B-17 Aircraft Roster. (Sources): 

“On the 2nd we trek back to Merseburg, to the Leuna oil complex owned by the I. G. Farben industries. Leading the Air 

Division was a “select” crew—Major Hardin, Pilot; Lt Colonel Wilson, Co-pilot; Captain Hall, Navigator; Captain Michelson, 

Bombardier; 1st Lt Faboc, Group Radar Navigator; 1st Lt Knoble, Co-Navigator; 1st Lt Staples, regular Co-pilot, as tail 

gunner/observer; Technical Sergeant Few, Engineer; Technical Sergeant Goldstein, Radio; and Staff Sergeant Robert L. 

Davidson, waist gunner. Also on board, 2nd Lt Palmer, Stars and Stripes correspondent. They flew “Satan’s Lady II” 44-8215 

(327th) MACR 10780. Things went well until just after bomb release. They flew through a hell of flak—2 engines knocked 

out—6 men injured. Everything except guns and ammo started to go overboard. With a host E/A in the area, sanctuary was 

sought in the clouds at around 8000 feet. Ice began forming on the wings; then came a spin. Hardin ordered ‘bail out’—both 

navigators and the observer went before control was regained - two thousand feet lost. Now over the Channel guns and ammo 

went. The nearest airfield was RAF Woodbridge and then they discovered the landing gear and flaps were out. Major Hardin 

“floated” the “Lady” into a landing described by the Flying control Officer as the best crash he had ever seen. The “Lady” was 

salvaged. Flak overall was moderate, intense at the target, and accurate. Better than half of our aircraft suffered moderate or 

better battle damage.” (Turner) 

“Leading the First Air Division on that day was an especially selected veteran crew of the 326th Squadron, with Col. James W. 

Wilson, Group CO, as Air Division Commander and co-pilot. Major Ernest C. Hardin, Jr, CO of the 326th Squadron, was the 

pilot; Capt. Stanley E. Hall and Capt. Erro A. Michelson, Squadron Navigator and Bombardier, respectively, were in those 

positions, and 1st Lt Frank L. Fabec, Group Radar Navigator, operated the PFF equipment. Other crew members included 1st Lt 

George J. Knoble, co-navigator; 1st Lt John J. Staples, usually Major Hardin’s co-pilot, who flew as tail gunner; T/Sgt. Charles 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2F92ndma.org%2F&h=ATNGy1IxWKdNPo0219jQ9PZkQ25wVSCvr8brXKWRimrFLhTMxhILrzwI6TQ1lQjQzAGYILEjUUJrHAr0XCs-SZ3iGdjw9aLj087jBygzboDATvxfZG6pObtwVWlDPIMon-usFJdEHATaYPRgN3etJWoJeE_G0ax5MJwYbVHUzB91kvuY06MQqStbmQTwqqjgXZ2MxSufKekzZ30wIl9-EPuXNOylCIfC1XJddeLSg9nQPrFkQLBwBQ6DzL0D6rNwP0ewi-It3i4
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2F92ndma.org%2F&h=0AQH2V5sCAQGSYSqpSbhVGEU383sx302gEC1fKCVGj-5FzA&enc=AZPF_TVNU3REcshNaFsl1PEqWbUZJXJES9AJ7h1ZzOkWlVqrugjmFEke8Hnixl8dMxd0pSM8YJfl3LNhhrmilOggPaH0BDu1o0iAMZRa-cubsXOjxf3pK6NFqj1dRwckSi-5yUyDtEYOij7yXxuOm5z1bw-kMwuFECQmIPtZJ-Az6g&s=1


M. Few, veteran engineer who had flown on the Group’s first mission in the early fall of 1942; T/Sgt. Monroe E. Goldstein, 

radio operator, and S/Sgt. Robert L. Davidson, waist gunner. Additionally, 2nd Lt Herb Palmer, Stars and Stripes 

correspondent, who had been on the base for 10 days to gather a special feature story, flew as waist gunner. The total missions 

flown by members of this crew was 364. Their collective experience was extensive. The latter factor stood the crew in good 

stead, for their Fortress, “Satan’s Lady,” showed an unfortunate predilection toward living up to her name, carrying through a 

hell of flak bursts over the target, generally regarded as the most heavily defended in the Reich. Just after bombs away, two 

engines were knocked out. Almost simultaneously, six members of the crew were injured, although none seriously enough to 

cause incapacitation. In an effort to maintain flying speed, all jettisonable equipment except guns and ammunition was disposed 

of: despite this, with two engines gone, the aircraft lost altitude steadily and was soon flying alone. The position was unenviable 

in the extreme; intelligence reports had indicated that 400 enemy fighters were in the vicinity, and it was decided to fly above 

and in a cloud layer at about 7,000 to 8,000 feet. It was at this point that the airmanship, discipline and experience of the select 

crew proved most valuable. 

Col. Wilson and Major Hardin skillfully nursed the ship along. A short distance from the Dutch border, ice began collecting on 

the wings and controls, and under this additional handicap, “Satan’s Lady” staggered on. Suddenly the aircraft went into a spin, 

and in accordance with a previously-discussed plan, Major Hardin ordered a bail-out. Capt. Hall, Lt Staples and Lt Knoble 

parachuted before the two pilots regained control of the aircraft and the order could be rescinded. Two thousand feet of altitude 

had been lost. Over the English Channel at last, guns and ammunition were jettisoned. Circling the airfield at Woodbridge, it 

was discovered that the undercarriage and flap controls had been knocked out and that a crash landing was necessary. Crew 

members went to crash stations and Major Hardin “floated” the plane into what the RAF flying control officer at Woodbridge 

described as the best crash landing he had ever seen.” (Sloan) 

Appendix A: MERSEBURG, 2 November 1944—Hall, Stanley E; Staples, John J; Knoble, George J. 

 

 
A/C #42-97870 “Miss Malicious” 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



6 November 1944 – A/C #42-97870-Bombardier with O’Halloran Crew 

 
6th November, 1944. Mission # 220 to Hamburg, Germany; Harburg oil complex. 

92nd Bomb Group (H) Fame’s Favored Few – Turner. (source) 

“On the 6th, back to the Hamburg complex, except this time there were 4 losses—none for us. A repeat of the previous mission, 

Lt Broman, 327th, had a unique, unpleasant incident, flak had knocked out 2 engines on the way in and he trailed the formation 

by 20 miles. He bombed and on the way out 4 FW’s appeared, they had been scarce all month, for a period of time they flew 

parallel, just out of range, being tracked with no firing. As the FW’s began their attack—10 Mustangs suddenly appeared – 

FW’s fled, fact is all his .50’s were “dead” - jammed with ice.” 

 

8 November 1944 – A/C #42-9727?-Bombardier with O’Halloran Crew 

 
8th November, 1944. Mission # 221 to Merseburg, Germany; Leuna oil complex. 

92nd Bomb Group (H) Fame’s Favored Few - Turner, 92ndma.org, and 92nd B-17 Aircraft Roster. (Sources) 

“A repeat to Merseburg / Luena facilities, again using PFF, and unobserved results. Division losses 3; more than 700 escort 

fighters.” 
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16 November 1944 – A/C #42-39520 - Bombardier on Lt Hugh Stiles Crew 
 

 
16th November, 1944. Mission # 223 to Eschweiler, Germany; Tactical support of major ground offensive. 

92nd Bomb Group (H) Fame’s Favored Few - Turner, 92ndma.org, and 92nd B-17 Aircraft Roster. (Sources): 

“A tactical mission on the 16th to Eschweiler, with 48 of ours dropping frags by PFF on gun positions east of Aachen, as a 

prelude to a ground forces push. Deteriorating weather forced landing away from home at Barford St. John. Captain McKelvy, 

325th Engineering Officer, and 28 enlisted men spent 36 hours repairing battle damage and moving the aircraft mired in the 

mud. Most crews remained away for the second day, some not returning until the 19th.” 

 

21 November 1944 – A/C #43-38524? – Flew as bombardier with Lt Douglas H Anderson  

 
21st November, 1944. Mission #224 to Hersfeld / Hunsfeld, Germany; marshalling yards / tactical support (T/O’s); Hamburg 

(Primary). 

92nd Bomb Group (H) Fame’s Favored Few -Turner, 92ndma.org (Sources). 

“On the 21st, the 326th was the lead high squadron of “C” Wing to Hersfeld, Hunsfeld marshalling yards and the Hersfeld 

autobahn, in support of ground troops. Excellent results observed. Moderate, accurate flak caused 1 aircraft to land away, low 

on fuel because of a punctured tank.” 
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25 November 1944 – A/C #42-107181 – Lt Wisniewski Flew Bombardier on 2nd Lt Douglas H 
Anderson Crew 
 

 
25th November, 1944. Mission # 225 to Merseburg, Germany; Leuna oil complex. 

92nd Bomb Group (H) Fame’s Favored Few - Turner, 92ndma.org, and 92nd B-17 Aircraft Roster. (Sources): 

“Merseburg / Leuna oil spread was our target on the 25th. The 1st Division had 356 B-17’s on the mission, with escort provided 

by 380 Mustangs. For a change bombing was visual, with fair to very good results. Some of our returning crews were diverted 

to Memburg due to weather. Flak was moderate, but very accurate. E/A seen, but no serious attacks.” 

 

 
 
29 November 1944 – A/C #42-97479 – Flew as “B” with 1st Lt Donald I Greene 

 
29th November, 1944. Mission # 227 to Misburg, Germany; Oil refinery. 

92nd Bomb Group (H) Fame’s Favored Few - Turner, 92ndma.org, and 92nd B-17 Aircraft Roster. (Sources) 

“Another abandoned mission, 29th November, with the 92nd headed for Bremen. Eighteen aircraft and crews were alerted, 

loaded, briefed and took-off in accordance with the Field Order. The 92nd, as the Combat Wing lead, rendezvoused with the 

306th Group and the Composite Group along the first assembly leg. Four miles north of Spalding, on a northerly heading with 

limited visibility, 2 Combat Wings met head-on. The 40th CW split up and circled, attempting to reassemble. Splasher #4 was 

reached at 12:22 hours at 15,000 feet. Scheduled flight plan was followed until 14:07 hours at 27,000 feet 54 20’No5 10’E, the 

1st Air Division Commander radioed that he was abandoning the mission. The 92nd returned to base at 16:00 hours. There were 

3 aborts. Gee was used throughout the flight, with no reported jamming.” 
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30 November 1944 – A/C #44-6539? – Bombardier with 1st Lt Paul K Bupp 

 
30th November, 1944. Mission # 228 to Merseburg, Germany; Leuna oil; 1 lost. 

92nd Bomb Group (H) Fame’s Favored Few - Turner, 92nd Mission List from 92ndma.org and 92nd B-17 Aircraft Roster. 

(Sources) 

“Bombing visually from 28,000 feet with fair results. We lost 1: 1st Lt A. M. Smith, 43-38611 (326th) MACR 11042, flying the 

low spot of “C” Wing, took a flak hit that started a fire between #3 and #4, reported that the wing outboard of #4 broke away. 

He was last seen in a flat spin. The aircraft crashed near Merseburg—2 KIA, 7 POW.” (Turner) 

Appendix A: MERSEBURG, 30 November 1944—Smith, Arthur M; Shelton, Earnest R; Ashley, Charles E; Darling, Frank F, 

Jr.; Garrison, Julian O, Jr.; Huguley, Woodford E; Rodriguez, Oday J, Jr.; Talbert, John M, Jr; Drabbels, Hubert. 
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2nd Lt Leonard G Wisniewski Promoted to 1st Lieutenant – November 1944 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Lt Wisniewski flew his remaining missions as Navigator on 2nd Lt Edwin (NMI) Condon Crew 
who was the Co-Pilot on the loading list of his assigned crew, as well as other crew members 
from the original assigned crew (Kaminsky, Hart, Sauer, Pressler) (Stanteen on 3 of them 
until he was KIA on 24 December 1944 flying Bombardier with 2nd Lt Donald K Lathrum 
crew) 
 
4 December 1944 – A/C #43-37627 

 
4th December, 1944. Mission # 229 to Kassel, Germany; Marshalling yards. 

92nd Bomb Group (H) Fame’s Favored Few - Turner, 92ndma.org and 92nd B-17 Aircraft Roster. (Sources). 

“On the 4th, Lt Colonel Riordan flying with Captain Clay, 326th, led the 40th “A” Combat Wing to Kassel. The H2X became 

inoperable and the deputy lead did the PFF work, with unobserved results. Flak was light, no E/A and excellent escort. All 48 of 

the 92nd’s aircraft, including the 12 of the screening force, returned safely.” 

 

6 December 1944 – A/C #43-37627 
 

 
6th December, 1944. Mission # 230 to Merseburg, Germany; Leuna oil. 

92nd Bomb Group (H) Fame’s Favored Few - Turner, 92ndma.org (Source). 

“A routine mission to Merseburg / Luena was flown on the 6th using the H2X technique with no losses.” 
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A/C #43-37627 with Disney Bombs 

 
11 December 1944 – A/C #38624? 
 

 
11th December 1944, Mission Number 232 to Frankfurt am Main marshalling yards & bridges; 1 lost, crew returned . 

92nd Bomb Group Fames Favored Few-Turner, 92nd Mission List from 92ndma.org and 92nd B-17 Aircraft Roster (Sources): 

“On the 11th the railroad system and bridges at Frankfurt got our attention as part of the 321 aircraft force of the 1st Division. It 

was blind bombing using H2X and GH and no observed results. We had no losses on our specific target the marshalling yard. 

2nd Lt Ralph K. Rollins, 407th, 43-37912 was severely hit by flak over the target. He headed for neutral territory and with 3 

engines out ordered bail-out near Metz, the aircraft crashing in an open field. Crew all returned to duty. Aircraft 43-37912 was 

salvaged on 8 February 1945.” 

Ralph Rollins Crew-P Bill Reel-C Robert Paulson-N Robert Michael-E Carl Green-RG John Metzinger-WG Eddie Etzel-BTG 

Bob Martin-TG Sandy Self-TG 
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A/C #43-38624 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



15 December 1944- A/C #44-6461 (Sweet Chick w-a Lick) 
 

 
15th December, 1944. Mission # 233 to Kassel, Germany; marshalling yards; led 8 AF. 

92nd Bomb Group (H) Fame’s Favored Few - Turner, 92nd Mission List from 92ndma.org and 92nd B-17 Aircraft Roster. 

(Sources). 

“All did not go well, 2nd Lt Lyle Ruka, 407th, 43-38455 on take-off was having instrument trouble—no airspeed indicator. 

Electing to abort the take-off, he was unable to stop and crashed off the end of the runway, bursting into flames. The crew got 

out okay before the ship exploded. A nearby parked aircraft was damaged beyond repair. But the crew just didn’t walk away, 

here’s the story of the toggler from the nose: 

*“I was slightly stunned but conscious of someone shaking my shoulder. Then I was on my feet and out of there. As the escape 

hatch was already crowded, I opt to go back and out the waist hatch. In full flying clothes I got hung up in the bomb bay. The 

port fuel tanks had ruptured and were afire; the port wall of the bay was beginning to melt and my parka collar to smolder. I 

finally broke free and dropped into the rut we had plowed. I saw the MP’s loading the crew into a truck—all except Lyle, he 

was halfway back to the plane, trying to run in the mud wearing clumsy flying boots. He had made a quick head count and 

found one missing. He was returning to that blazing inferno that was about to blow sky high, looking for me. We both made it 

to the truck and got away before the entire load detonated.” 

*This above paragraph is an excerpt from a letter to Mrs. Ruka many years later and after Lyle’s demise. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2F92ndma.org%2F&h=ATPjzKLenAjibMahJEhinA-EvzaoGFFaHj6qEMwZbrwqU_V76FwFRSYi_vQ3D-yMQIS3AKCW7JPDqW3fF3txRArC94YQAaKS0nunP5t2PETHaOsCfH4P0pm29lqqpxRTNqCzBpWsUA0gzbTkUYRoF3uVE7xs92VSos_gu1YanvdQO-KAkcy4qKo99s4x3fwH_SJ98N1Q5uE9xTe1cjSFmJor-qlpzNXf_J_Xg21UJZv4ETRooOdKWNc7cSUCYP5u_2OR9viZVGkm_O9fgJX79NRV


18 December 1944 – A/C #44-6017 

 
18th December, 1944. Mission # 234 to Kaiserslautern, Germany; communications center. 

92nd Bomb Group (H) Fame’s Favored Few - Turner, 92ndma.org(Sources). 

“On the 28th, the “B” Group of the 40th CW hit Kaiserslautern with 78 aircraft. It was another PFF (H2X) mission, with light 

flak, good escort and no losses.” 

 

 
A/C #44-6017 
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24 December 1944 – A/C #43-38624 

 
24th December, 1944. Mission # 236 to Frankfurt am Main; Giessen Luftwaffe complex; 6 lost. 

92nd Bomb Group (H) Fame’s Favored Few - Turner, 92nd Mission List from 92ndma.org and 92nd B-17 Aircraft Roster. 

(Sources): 

“Deep fog enveloped the base, surely there’s no flying today; then the order came down—MAXIMUM EFFORT. We could 

normally generate 36 aircraft, but the order called for everything flyable. The war weary ones were readied along with the 

newest—today we had 53 ready to go. The so-called Russian High had cleared the skies over the continent, but the UK was still 

fog bound. Crews stumbled through the fog, having difficulty in even locating their aircraft. Then it came time to taxi. Aircraft 

inched out of their parking slots and lined up ready for take-off. Surely it will be scrubbed. A green flare and we’re off. It was 

100% instrument take-off with visibility about 60 feet. Once airborne. . . it was but seconds, through the overcast and into 

brilliant sunshine. General Fred Castle with the 487th Group led the entire Eighth Air Force while our effort was led by Major 

Albert Cox, CO 325th squadron. After form up and rendezvous we’re on our way to Giessen airdrome near Frankfurt. There are 

aircraft everywhere—really a crowded sky. As the first of the armada penetrates German airspace, the last have yet to depart 

England. On the bomb run the ugly black flak erupts ahead. A strange B-17 joins the rear of the formation and flak becomes 

very accurate, then at release time the aircraft disappears. Not for 2 days do we know our losses—6 crashing; 1 on take-off, 1 on 

landing and four in the target area. 

1st Lt Donato Yanitelli, 325th, 43-38601 crashed near Lille, minor injuries, 2 engines out; 2nd Lt Robert K. Seeber, 327th, [42-

38101] on take-off, 6 KIA, 3 injured; 2nd Lt Harry G. Williams, Jr., 327th, 44-6017 with 2 on fire, hit by AA at 10,000 feet—2 

more out, bailed crew at 4,000, aircraft crashed—salvaged; 2nd Lt Joe B. Spencer, 327th, [303rd A/C 42-31574 borrowed; 

MACR 11112] hit by AA, crashed in Luxemburg, 4 KIA, 5 POW. 2nd Lt Donald K. Lathram, 327th, [42-97870 (327th)] 

crashed and burned at Bury St Edmonds—8 KIA—tail gunner survived; 1st Lt Joseph B. McConnell, 407th, 44-8022 crashed 

near O’Hay—3 KIA, 6 returned to duty.” 

Appendix A: GIESSEN, 24 December 1944—Spencer, Joe B; Rock, Philip J; Powell, Roy H; Savage, James J; Parks, Harland 

B; Sheddy, Donald L; Krajcik, John L; Garrison, Charles M; Utz, Charles R, Jr.; Lathrum, Donald K; Berry, Robert R; 

Burrows, William T; Stateen, Wilbron W, Jr.; Greco, Angelo, V; Bryan, James W; Goodman, Myron W; Isbell, Jack P; Hardy, 

Edwin; Northington, Robert R; Kemler, Harold L; Knarr, Carl L; Dollman, Robert E; Reising, Edward C. 

Note Regarding bravery of 325th Squadron Equipment Officer 1st Lt Charles H. Nesbit in responding to 2nd Lt Seeber’s crash 

upon take-off: 

“The aircraft piloted by 2nd Lt Robert K. Seeber of the 327th Squadron, a new pilot, took-off in fog which prevented a clear 

view of the trees about 200’ yards to the left of the runway at it’s end. Lt Seeber began to turn to get on course before much 

elevation was attained, encountered prop wash, and losing altitude, crashed into the treetops. The burning aircraft exploded 

about two minutes later. Due to the heavy fog and the position of the aircraft, deep in the woods known locally as Roberts Farm, 

it was not immediately located by the ambulances and crash crew. 6 crew members were killed; the 3 survivors were Lt Seeber, 

2nd Lt William H. McQuinn, co-pilot, and Sgt. William J. Brockmeyer, engineer. 

1st Lt Charles H. Nesbit, Equipment Officer of the 325th Squadron, distinguished himself by his coolness and courage in 

carrying several crew members out of the wreckage, heedless of the possibility of further bomb explosions. Unfortunately, the 

three men rescued by Lt Nesbit were too seriously injured to survive, even with the medical attention afforded them. On one 

occasion during the morning, Lt Nesbit was within 100 feet of a bomb when it exploded, and miraculously escaped injury or 

death by dropping to the ground.” 
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28 December 1944 – A/C #43-38624 
 

 
28th December, 1944. Mission #237 to Koblenz, Germany; Bullay railroad bridge; marshalling yards. 

92nd Bomb Group (H) Fame’s Favored Few - Turner, 92ndma.org(Sources). 

“Our next was to Koblenz area on the 28th. Using PFF (GH), 38 aircraft bombed the Bullay railroad bridge with unknown 

results, but apparently not good enough - because 74 were bombing it on the 29th.” 

Entry from 326th Squadron Daily Operations Journal – 28th December, 1944: 

“Commendation for mission on 23rd came through today. 

 

30 December 1944 

 
30th December, 1944. Mission # 238 to Koblenz, Germany; Bullay Railroad bridge. Col. Wilson led the mission. Aircraft 

piloted by 2nd Lt Joseph M. Van Stratton of the 327th aborted due to engine failure, decided to land at an RAF base at East 

Kirby, Lincolnshire. One engine out and poor visibility, overshot the runway and started another circuit in the traffic pattern. A 

second engines prop windmilling, the plane was pulled up to clear a hill and stalled. The aircraft crashed and burned. All 

crewmembers were killed. 

92nd Bomb Group (H) Fame’s Favored Few - Turner, Mission List from 92ndma.org, and B-17 Aircraft Roster. (Sources). 

“Attacking today were 72 B-17’s of the 1st Division, 2nd Lt Joseph M. Van Stratton, 327th, 42-97479 (327th]) aborted with 

engine trouble. Returning to base he was ordered to jettison his bombs in The Wash. He decided to land at an RAF base at East 

Kirby, Lincolnshire. One engine out, he overshot, started a go-around when a second prop ran away. He pulled up to crest a hill, 

stalled, crashed and burned. All 9 KIA. 

Appendix A: BULLAY, 30 December 1944—Van Stratton, Joseph M; Porter, Edward A, Jr.; Cowan, John J; Chambers, 

Charles H; Estrada, Arthur R; Standish, Thomas G, Jr.; Barner, Harold R; White, William D; Bedard, Wilfred A. 
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31 December 1944 
 

 
31st December, 1944. Mission # 239 to Kordel, Germany; Ehrang / Kordel Railroad network. 

92nd Bomb Group (H) Fame’s Favored Few - Turner, 92nd Mission List from -92ndma.org and 92nd B-17 Aircraft Roster 

(Sources): 

“The final mission for 1944 came on the 31st going to Kordel, Germany. Target the Ehrang / Kordel railroad network. Bombing 

was again by PFF (GH), no observed results. 2nd Lt Eugene Lietman, 327th, having engine trouble landed at A-89, LeCulot, 

Belgium, a fighter base. All crew members and aircraft returned to base.” 

 

1 January 1945 – A/C #44-6451 

 
1st January 1945, Mission Number 240 to Kassel tank factory (secondary target); (Magdeburg primary); 1 lost; at least 1 

casualty 

e/a encountered first time in weeks  

92nd Bomb Group Fames Favored Few-Turner, 92nd Mission List from 92ndma.org and 92nd B-17 Aircraft Roster (Sources): 

“Colonel Mustoe, 40th Wing C.O. flying with 1st Lt Pilliod, 325th, led the 1st Division attack on the tank works at Kassel. Of 

the 451 effective Division aircraft 292 attacked Kassel, 11 at Magdeburg, oil; and 15 at Dillingburg, T/O. More than 350 

Mustangs provided escort. A screening force of 12 provided by the 92nd and 305th had some rough going in the Magdeburg 

area. Being 8 minutes late for escort they were meat for 15-20 FW 190s. Of our 3 only 1 got to the target then home. 

2nd Lt Ralph K Rollins, A/C 43-38932 (407th) MACR 11371, was knocked out of the formation by AA and exploded. Aircraft 

crashed near Stendal—9 KIA. 1st Lt John W Priestly, 326th, lost 2 engines landed at Brussels, crew and aircraft returned to 

Group next day. Claims 2 destroyed, 1 probable. 

The main force came through a little better as all came home. Some E/A were encountered and some flak—accurate doing class 

“A” battle damage to 19 aircraft. One casualty, Technical Sergeant Leo A McClenning, engineer of the 2nd Lt David C Wagner 

crew, 407th, a flak fragment penetrated his helmet, killing him instantly.” 

Appendix A: MAGDEBURG, SCR. FORCE, 1 January 1945—Rollins, Ralph K; Reel, Billy B; Meyenberg, Anthony J; Curran, 

Thomas J; Easton, William H; Michael, Robert L; Etzel, Edward, Jr; Montgomery, Ellis K; Martin, Robert F. 
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2 January 1945 – A/C #43-38624 

 
2nd January 1945, Mission # 241 to Bitburg, Ger highway junction/communications center  

92nd Bomb Group (H)-Sloan, 92ndma.org (Source) 

“…36 aircraft attacked a highway junction and communications center at Bitburg, bombing visually with excellent results.” 

5 January 1945 – A/C #43-38658? 

 

 
5 January 1945, Mission # 242 to Niederbresig, Ger air base 

92nd Bomb Group (H)-Turner, Mission List from 92ndma.org (Source) 

“..a force of 124 aircraft bombed the Niederbresig airdrome using GH and H2X techniques. A milk run—no losses for the 

whole Division—there were 190 fighters escorting.” 

 

7 January 1945-A/C #43-38624 

 
7 January 1945, Mission # 244 to Euskirchen, Ger bridges/marshalling yards 

92nd Bomb Group (H)-Sloan, Mission List from 92ndma.org (Source) 

“On the 7th we go to Euskirken, bridges and highway junctions. The total 1st Division force against this type of target was 351 

B-17s with only 75 on Euskirchen. There were again no losses Divisionwide. Escort force was 159 Mustangs.” 

 

http://92ndma.org/
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8 January 1945 – A/C #43-38624 

 
8 January 1945, Mission Number 245 to Wissembourg, Ger bridges/marshalling yards 

1 lost, crew returned  

92nd Bomb Group Fames Favored Few-Turner, 92nd Mission List from 92ndma.org and 92nd B-17 Aircraft Roster (Sources): 

“…….we were alone with our 36 aircraft. Lt. Eugene F Wheeler, 325th, (407th A/C #43-37872) lost the cowling on #3, tried 4 

times to feather the prop, then ordered bail-out over Rheims. Crew all landed safely and the aircraft crashed nearby. As this 

happened in friendly territory it did not count as a loss for the Division. So far all bombing has been by PFF.” 

 

10 January 1945 – A/C #43-38477 

 
10 January 1945, Mission Number 246 to Gymnich air base; at least one casualty 

4 bailed, including S/Sgt. Jn. H. Carter 327 Sq - WG - for second consecutive mission; 3 returned 

92nd Bomb Group Fames Favored Few-Turner, 92nd Mission List from 92ndma.org and 92nd B-17 Aircraft Roster (Sources): 

“Our force bombed visually, but had a bad drop by the low squadron on a T/O, later determined to be behind the Allied lines. 

The aircraft flown by 1st Lt O’Halloran, A/C 44-8450 (325th) and Major Bideganeta caught a heavy flak burst on the way in 

that destroyed #3 and damaged the wing. On the first run over the target the oil line on #4 was cut and a little later #2 became 

inoperative. They fell out of formation, heading for friendly territory. They encountered the 88 type flak where the shell carried 

multiple smaller shells, which then showered the area with shards. The aircraft looked like a sieve. A fuel line in the bomb bay 

was severed allowing gas to run through the radio room into the waist. They still had the bombs aboard—opened the doors and 

dumped them. Heading toward Liege, O’Halloran located a level area—started down with only visibility through the open side 

window. All four were windmilling—sort of a 4-engine glider—wheels up landing in the snow—sliding uncontrolled, stopped 

with only one man hurt, wounded through the calf. Aircraft salvaged 23-Jan-45. 

On the same mission, 1st Lt Hirsch, A/C 42-102396 (325th) lost #1 to flak on the first run, on the next run he lost #2, and the 

bombardier did not identify the target. Regrouping Hirsch began a third run and just at bombs away flak got both remaining 

engines. He got #1 back into operation and dumped his bombs on an unidentified target and headed to friendly territory. He too 

spotted a field near Liege, with 3 engines out, bomb bay doors jammed open, the ball pointing down; he landed without injury 

to the remaining crew. At 300 feet, for some reason, the waist gunner bailed out and was killed.” 
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A/C #43-38477 

 
 
 
 
 
13 January 1945 – A/C #43-38517 
 

 
13 January 1945, Mission # 247 to Karlsruhe Maximiliansau bridge 

92nd Bomb Group (H)-Turner, Mission List from 92ndma.org (Source) 

“Major Smyrl led the Group on the 13th’s raid to Karlsruhe’s Maximiliansau railroad bridge. Bombing was visual with very 

good results as shown by strike photos. We had no losses.” 
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